SANTA CLARA COUNTY

10-YEAR PLAN TO END HOMELESSNESS

INCOME-BENEFITS-TREATMENT COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

1/23/06
SANTA CLARA COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES, LOS ALTOS ROOM

In attendance:
Frank Motta, SCC Social Services



Jacquey Carey, Cupertino Community Services



Margaret Gregg, SCC Homeless Coordinator


Debbie Cocroft


Courtney Bober, St. Joseph Cathedral, SJ



Ruth Anderson, St. Joseph Cathedral, SJ



Kathy Espinoza-Howard, City of PA, Human Services



Antoinette Batiste, Springboard Forward



Nancy Noel, Community Services Agency of Mtn. View-Los Altos

Frank announced that the County has entered a partnership with H&R Block, which means that applications for food stamps are available at H&R Block offices.
The meeting focused on the Seasonal Worker Program, a 12-week work program designed and run by the City of Palo Alto and Springboard Forward in Mountain View as a collaboration to assist shelter residents in North County return to the work force.  Kathy and Antoinette explained how the program works, answered questions and handed out flyers describing the program.
· Participants work 32 hrs./week, paid $10/hr.

· Participants receive $20 food voucher/pay period and 1 $50 Goodwill voucher.

· Participants receive a monthly VTA pass.

· Participants receive weekly intensive job readiness training from Springboard Forward.

· City of PA creates the positions for the mid-Aug.-through-early-Nov. program in offices of City Clerk, City Manager, Planning Dept., printshop/mailroom and stores warehouse.
· Springboard Forward is the actual employer, not City of PA.

· City of PA budgets $35,000/year to fund program.

· Shelter “feeder” programs are Clara Mateo Alliance, Hotel de Zink, Alpha Omega, and also the Clean Streets program in downtown PA (business assn. buys vouchers).
Frank addressed the County’s present temporary hiring program:

· Positions are funded as “extra help” in the budget process.

· He will look into the present CalWORKS hiring process to see if there currently is a   preference for participants if/when they apply.

· It was suggested that General Assistance recipients also be eligible for these positions, and Frank said he can recommend it.

· Recommendations on such preferences will need to come from the 10-year plan implementation body.

Discussion ensued as to how this program might be “sold” to other cities in SCC.  
· Kathy suggested that a pilot program be proposed so that each city could try it out before any major commitment is made.  

· It was also suggested that perhaps other entities, e.g., GSA, Health & Hospitals and Social Services could set up similar programs.  Frank said he’ll look into this.

· Antoinette said that Elliott Brown, ED of Springboard Forward, is definitely open to exploring the feasibility of setting up more programs of this type in other venues.
NEXT MEETING:
FEBRUARY 27, 2006, 11:30 a.m.  

SCC SOCIAL SERVICES, 333 W. Julian, San Jose

