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Santa Clara County Collaborative 
on Affordable Housing and Homeless Issues

Housing Committee Meeting Minutes

United Way, room 102, 1922 The Alameda

May 23, 2007

Members Present: Consuelo Collard, Bob Dolci, Frances Grammer, Margaret Gregg, Timothy Hellmann, Sandy Perry, Sandra Philpott, Bonnie Reed-Zander, Cecilia Rios, Phyllis Ward.

Items printed in bold lettering indicate action items.

The meeting began at 9:05 a.m.  The minutes of the April 25, 2007 meeting were reviewed and approved as amended (adding Frances Grammer to the list of those who attended).  

Review of Work on Outcomes

1. Bob reviewed the Task Indicators of the Advocacy and Public Awareness Subcommittee, saying that there had been just one revision since the last time we considered them.  He will report on these indicators when the Steering Committee meets in June.

a) Bob restated the tasks of the subcommittee and mentioned those who will be working on the different tasks.  Sandra P. said she would like to work with Denise S. on the issue of promoting legal counsel re tenant/landlord issues vis-à-vis Housing First.

b) Reports:

i. Frances reported that she met with Tim H. and Sandy P. and developed a list of legislative priorities on the federal, state and local levels that the committee could adopt.  We discussed the list (contained in a handout presented by Tim) and decided to discuss it some more at our next meeting, especially since the Collaborative Steering Committee generally considers for support only one or two pieces of legislation and not a whole list.  So, Frances will work with Tim and Sandy to come up with the general wording of a statement that can explain our approach as it relates to all the legislation that we may want to support in a variety of ways.  They will report on this at the next subcommittee meeting.
ii. Bob stated that the Mental Health Department and the Office of Affordable Housing will be releasing a RFP in early June to award $2.1 million for acquisition, rehab of dedicated units for homeless mentally individuals.  Also, the Mental Health Department will be sending in an application (partnering with a non-profit housing developer[s]) to the State Dept. of Mental Health for $19.2 million over 3.5 years.  $6.4 million of this can be used for operational subsidies.  

iii. Denise S. was not present and could not give an update on promoting legal counsel re tenant/landlord issues vis-à-vis Housing First.

iv. Bonnie stated the following about the work of the Blue Ribbon Commission:

· The working groups will be reporting some of their action items at the meeting tomorrow at the Sheriff’s auditorium.

· At the August meeting of the BRC, the results of actions items from the working groups will be communicated to all.

Housing Committee Meeting Minutes
Page 2

· The Campaign Working Group is anticipating working for 3-5 years after the BRC completes its work.

· The direction the BRC will take tomorrow will be to arrive at consensus regarding the work that the working groups will present to them.

· The BRC will be cognizant of the severity of the potential county budget cuts, but it is not in their mission to directly address that issue.  

2. Vanessa C. said that the Monitoring Subcommittee had not met since our last meeting and therefore had no update to present.

Other Business

1. Tim H. will contact his CEO about whether he would like the Collaborative’s support on the county budget cut issue that Catholic Charities is formulating.  Tim will contact Bob, who will bring it forward to the Steering Committee for appropriate action.

Announcements

1. Vanessa announced that Charities Housing is accepting names of applicants for its Paseo Senter at Coyote Creek.  If agencies would like a presentation or if they would like to refer clients to them, they just need to call Merci Midori at 282-1133 or email her at mmidori@charitieshousing.org.  The project should be opening in Spring 2008. 

2. Our next meeting will be June 27th at 9:00 a.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by Robert A. Dolci

