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Santa Clara County Collaborative 
on Affordable Housing and Homeless Issues

Housing Committee Meeting Minutes

United Way, 1922 The Alameda, Room 102

October 4, 2007

Members Present: Bob Dolci, Margaret Gregg, Arlette Musallam, Bonnie Reed-Zander

Guest: David Carducci
Items printed in bold lettering indicate action items.

The meeting began at 9:05 a.m.  The minutes of the August 22, 2007 meeting were reviewed and approved.  

Review of Work on Outcomes

1. Bob reviewed the status of the work being done on the Task Indicators of the Advocacy and Public Awareness Subcommittee.  

a) Reports:

i. Bob updated everyone that our approach to legislation was distributed to the members of the Steering Committee at its last meeting.  There may be a discussion of it at the next meeting.

ii. Bob showed everyone the letter that was sent on behalf of the Collaborative to the members of the SJ City Council Rules Committee in support of establishing a Task Force on Inclusionary Zoning.

iii. Bob updated everyone on the process and timeline that the Mental Health Department and the Office of Affordable Housing is using to prepare the application to the State Housing Program for $19.2 million for permanent supportive housing for mentally ill individuals who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.  There will be a Stakeholders meeting to provide input on October 19th.  The Housing Developer(s) is in the process of being selected.  A survey is being distributed now to consumers of mental health services in order to get their input on their housing needs.    A number of other issues are being discussed/decided as a part of the application process.  Bob will keep us updated on the status of this project.
iv. David Carducci of the Mental Health Advocacy Project explained his response to the following questions—as contained in an email copy that was passed out: (1) Can conditions to tenancy (e.g., requiring attendance at a credit counseling training) be a part of the house rules or be given to a leasee because of his/her situation?  (2) Is not THP equivalent to SHP in tenant/landlord law because the individual tenant signs a lease?  (3) Can the landlord require an individual to create his/her own mitigating circumstances in order to manage his/her disability?  (4) Can a requirement to participate in services be attached to receiving a rent (not operating) subsidy?  

(5) How does this discussion apply to a master lease situation?  Dave also said that if we wanted another opinion on this matter, we could contact Jeanne Crawford at Bay Area Legal Aid.
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2. Vanessa C. was not present to give an update on the work of the Monitoring Subcommittee.  Bob said the committee would address at its next meeting the status of this committee, especially in view that Kristie K. will be leaving the committee.  

Other Business

1. Bonnie updated the group on the work of the Campaign Working Group.  The communication plan subcommittee is discussing an outline of the plan.  The details of this plan will be developed and presented to the Blue Ribbon Commission at its October meeting.  The plan is designed to be implemented starting January 1, 2008.  

2. The Planning Committee of the Blue Ribbon Commission is looking to resolve the governance issue by January.  This is integral to the process so that there will be consistent follow-up to the work of the commission.  At the October meeting a report on how other communities have dealt with this governance issue will be presented.

Announcements

1. Our next meeting will be October 24th at 9:00 a.m., United Way building, room 102.  However, Bob said he may cancel this meeting in view of the Blue Ribbon Commission’s meeting the following day.  He will inform the members of the committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by Robert A. Dolci

