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Santa Clara County Collaborative 
on Affordable Housing and Homeless Issues

Housing Committee Meeting Minutes

United Way, 1922 The Alameda, Room 102

August 22, 2007

Members Present: Fernando Cazares, Vanessa Cooper, Bob Dolci, Ky Le, Bonnie Reed-Zander, Cecilia Rios, Yolanda Ungo, Phyllis Ward.

Items printed in bold lettering indicate action items.

The meeting began at 9:00 a.m.  The minutes of the June 27, 2007 meeting were reviewed and approved.  

Review of Work on Outcomes

1. Bob reviewed the status of the work being done on the Task Indicators of the Advocacy and Public Awareness Subcommittee.  

a) Reports:

i. Bob reviewed the proposed statement from the subcommittee that would serve as a screening mechanism for legislation that the Housing Committee would recommend to the Collaborative Steering Committee for support.  There were four recommended changes: (1) Sixth bulleted item: change the “i.e.” to “e.g.” and add “homeless” to the list of specialized population groups listed.  (Seventh bulleted item: add “current level of” after “sustain” and take out “and” that is currently after “sustain.”  (3) Add another item: “Creates or maintains supportive services for ELI housing—including the ‘housing first’ model—which allows for flexibility in serving the appropriate special needs populations.”  (4) Add another item: “Provides credible alternative mechanisms that provide credit worthiness for getting into housing.”

ii. Bob commented on the endorsement that Zoe Lofgren has provided the Community March to End Homelessness and Poverty, which will occur next Monday, August 27, from 4-6 p.m.  

iii. Bob updated everyone on the process and timeline that the Mental Health Department and the Office of Affordable Housing is using to prepare the application to the State Housing Program for $19.2 million for permanent supportive housing for mentally ill individuals who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.  $6.4 million of this can be used for operational subsidies.  Bob will keep us updated on the status of this project.
iv. Bob shared the information on tenant/landlord issues related to the Housing First model that David Carducci of the Mental Health Advocacy Project conveyed at the subcommittee meeting.  The members’ comments centered on item #1 of the handout: (1) Can conditions to tenancy (e.g., requiring attendance at a credit counseling training) be a part of the house rules or be given to a leasee because of his/her situation?  (2) Is not THP equivalent to SHP in tenant/landlord law because the individual tenant signs a lease?  (3) Can the landlord require an individual to create his/her own mitigating circumstances in order to manage his/her disability?  (4) Can a requirement to participate in services be attached to receiving a rent (not operating) 
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subsidy?  (5) How does this discussion apply to a master lease situation?   Bob said he would take this input back to the subcommittee and invite David back to further clarify and discuss this matter.
2. Vanessa C. was not present to give an update on the work of the Monitoring Subcommittee.  Bob reviewed the sheet that was distributed at the Collaborative retreat last week that explained how ELI units are being planned to be brought into existence over the next 7 years.  This chart will be a part of the packet that will be given to the Blue Ribbon Commission at tomorrow’s meeting.

Other Business

1. Bonnie updated the group on the work of the Campaign Working Group.  They have been evaluating the Plans to End Homelessness that other cities have written and will be creating a communication plan to create a public awareness presentation about affordable housing crisis and ending homelessness.  They will create materials and paint an accurate picture of the face of homelessness.  They will use this collateral to raise $ to end “chronic” and all types of homelessness.  The communication plan will be presented to the Blue Ribbon Commission at its October meeting.  This plan will include how they will be supporting any funding initiative that the BRC approves.

Announcements

1. NASSV is convening a meeting today (8/22/07) to begin the planning of Affordable Housing Week. 

2. The application for Paseo Senter at Coyote Creek will be made available on September 31, 2007.

3. The Affordable Housing Network will be discussing the “Right to Housing” at its next meeting on September 5th, at 70 West Hedding, room 159.

4. Our next meeting will be September 26th at 9:00 a.m., United Way building, room 102.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by Robert A. Dolci

