Prevention Committee

Attending:  Margaret Gregg, Leah Gronlund, Ginny Hoffman, Lynn Magruder, Susan Miller, Kim Pederson, Cecilia Rios, Brooke Scharnke, Douglas Taylor.  Held October 5, 2005.

We discussed “At Risk of Homelessness”, and what it means to the ten-year plan, and the role of the Prevention Committee with the working definition.  Geoffrey Morgan sent a definition of “At Risk of Homelessness” from The California Code of Regulations, which we felt was not a correct definition for our committee.  Karen Gruneisen also sent information of  “at-risk” for the ten-year plan, meaning to prevent chronic homelessness.  Therefore, those “at-risk” were not at-risk of homelessness, but at-risk of chronic homelessness. Those who had been homeless for 8 months, or had been homeless 2 times over 2 years, and who had a disabling condition, or were at-risk of a disabling condition were considered “at-risk” of chronic homelessness.  We discussed and reviewed Strategy I and II on the ten-year plan and what we need to look at first in our committee.  HMIS is being worked on by the Technology Committee.  

We discussed several different systems working with the chronic homeless.  Margaret Gregg told us about the new system in San Francisco which works with chronic homelessness, where most of the money goes to housing.  We also discussed the system in Nevada.  The Sobering Station that we had in Santa Clara County worked well, but needed more resources.  We talked about the success that New Directions has had.  Another area that needs attention is after care for youth for the Foster Care system.

Our first task for the Prevention Committee is to develop an assessment tool for screening.    We felt that a Crisis Team is needed to work on the needs of the client when entering the hospital or jail.  What resources can be provided and what resources are missing in our system?  The assessment tool needs to be tied to a Crisis Team to assess these needs.

Action Step:  Committee members need to bring assessment and pre-screening tools to the next meeting in November.
Next meeting will be on Thursday, Nov. 3 at 12 noon, at Santa Clara Adult Education, 1840 Benton St., Santa Clara, room 5.  Bring your lunch.  Contact Leah Gronlund for further information, 408 423-3513.

