SCC COLLABORATIVE ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING
AND HOMELESS ISSUES

Prevention Committee
4/12/07, 11:30-1:00 p.m. – Santa Clara Adult Education

Notes

Present:  Nancy Noel, Opportunity Center/InnVision, Chair; Leah Gronlund, Santa Clara Adult Ed.; Lt. Troy Beliveau, SCC Dept. of Corrections; Lorna Lindo, Valley Homeless Healthcare Program; Billy Wardle, Mental Health Call Center; Diane Harrington, DADS
Absent:  Fernando Cazares, City of San Jose; Betsy Arroyo, Community Technology Alliance; Sherry Holm, New Directions; Lynn Morison, Bill Wilson Center; Steve Maggetti, DADS

Two handouts were distributed:  “Stopping Prison Discharge into Homelessness,” and Connecticut program, and “A Best Practice Approach to Community Re-entry from Jails for Inmates with Co-occurring Disorders: The APIC Model.”  Diane described the programs she oversees at DADS – Integrated Justice Services [IJS] and Offender Treatment Program {OTP] – and noted that the case management services offered in these programs closely aligns with the APIC model.  She went on to explain in more detail what the programs, just a month old, hope to achieve as they develop – one major step being gaining clearance to enter the jails in order to work with the inmates on transitioning out while they are still being detained.  Troy agreed to work with Diane on expediting this as well as on other issues where their goals coincide; they will meet next week to explore.
Billy pointed out the upcoming budget cuts to Mental Health (proposed cuts: $30-$35 million) which will possibly eliminate adult outpatient MH care and the four VMC satellite clinics.  However, with the add-in of $20 million in Prop. 63 funds, other facilities may be created, i.e., two urgent care, one for meds distribution only, and one each North and South County (contracted) clinics.
Lorna expressed the need, for hospital discharge workers, for the General Assistance and SSI/SSDI application process to be streamlined.  She said that GA workers are now able to provide added funds for a patient headed to a SNF or assisted living facility; however, there are still too many hurdles.
Since Diane’s DADS program appears to have the potential to become a pilot project, we agreed to discuss this further, flesh it out, and possibly develop a recommendation to the Blue Ribbon Task Force based on this model.
The Discharge Planning Working Group was scheduled to meet later the same day so input from that meeting will be brought to the next Prevention Committee meeting.
Next Meeting:  
May 10, 2007 – 11:30-1:00
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