PREVENTION COMMITTEE

Attending:  Ginny Hoffman, Sherry Holm Lebow, Brooke Scharnke, Leah Gronlund, and Jerry Burstein (on conference call).  Held Thursday, September 08, 2005.

A discussion was held on what part the collaborative has in the Task Force on the ten-year plan to end Chronic Homelessness.  We did not elect a chairperson for the committee because we feel that it needs to be lead by someone in the City or County. We would like a list of those who set-up the ten year plan on Prevention.  Those also needing to be part of prevention are:  EPS, Criminal Justice – Probation and Parole, Friends Outside, Center Force, Hospitals, Foster Care, After Foster Care, Juvenile Justice, DADS.

We discussed an assessment tool that is needed for clients existing services.  Cheryl Ho at the Valley Homeless Health Project has a new assessment tool that is just starting to be used.  Those involved in using the assessment need to be part of creating this tool.     Case managers and social workers in jails and hospitals, plus others working with the at risk client, are those that need to assess clients to help in prevention.  We decided to bring any assessment tools that we have to the next meeting.

We feel that we need to come up with a working definition of “At Risk of Being Homeless”.  So many clients need extra help to prevent them from being homeless, such as: rental assistance, transportation help, substance abuse counseling, discharge planning, medical assistance, food and supplies.  We will discuss where the gaps are at the next meeting, also come up with a working definition of “At Risk of Being Homeless”. 

Those we want to contact for the November meeting are:  Ginny will contact Chris Finn (Healthcare for Homeless), Friends Outside, Centerforce; Sherry will bring Dr. Ho’s and the jail mental health assessment tools; Brooke will contact Bill Wilson Center; Jerry will contact the County Foster Care; Leah is asking Margaret for contacts at hospitals, probation and parole.

Next Meeting:  Santa Clara Adult Ed., 1840 Benton St., Santa Clara, Room 5, Wed. Oct. 5 at 12 noon, bring lunch.  After that meetings will be held the first Thursday of the month, Nov. 3 at 12 noon.  The underline items will be discussed at next meeting.
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