SCC COLLABORATIVE ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING
AND HOMELESS ISSUES

Prevention Committee
3/8/07, 12:00-1:30 p.m. – Santa Clara Adult Education

Notes

Present:  Nancy Noel, Opportunity Center/InnVision, Chair; Leah Gronlund, Santa Clara Adult Ed.; Sherry Holm, New Directions; Lynn Morison, Bill Wilson Center; Lt. Troy Beliveau, SCC Dept. of Corrections; Fernando Cezares, City of San Jose; Betsy Arroyo, Community Technology Alliance; Lorna Lindo, Valley Homeless Healthcare Program; Billy Wardle, Mental Health Call Center
Because we had four new attendees, we reviewed the stated purpose of the Committee.  Karen’s side-by-side-by-side comparison of the features of the current McKinney-Vento legislation with the CPEHA bill (Reed-Senate) and the HEARTH (Carson-House) was available as a handout, as was the Prevention strategies page from the 10-Year Plan.  We also briefly reviewed the progress of the 2005-2006 Committee.
The major portion of the meeting was devoted to the problems with current discharge practices.  From the jails, people are released to the streets if they have nowhere else to go since the County/DoC has never budgeted for discharge services.  VMC has experienced the same thing and everyone agreed on the importance of beginning discharge planning on the front end, i.e., well before discharge.  In the jails, this could possibly be done with those whose discharge date is known, but others are released with no advance notice so advance planning is harder to do.  Juvenile Justice faces the challenge of not being able to legally discharge a youth to the streets and having to hold the youth until a housing spot comes available – and sometimes the wait can be lengthy.  The overarching question is:  How to get benefits to people where they are, e.g., hospital, jail, rather than to have to try to connect them after they’ve been released.  And a common frustration is:  No communication among various parts of the system which often makes for incompatible requirements, to the client’s detriment.
Lorna spoke of a wraparound program being implemented in Connecticut which seems to be working successfully.  She will give us contact information.  It was suggested that we may want to design a pilot project, based on this model, to present to the Blue Ribbon Task Force.  We also agreed that the more specific examples we could present to the Task Force spelling out typical current  dysfunctions in our local systems of care, the better chance we will have of implementing meaningful change.
The vital need for a multiservice/case management team was discussed, with agreement that not only agencies need to contribute personnel to the team but also institutions that discharge, i.e., hospitals, jails, rehab facilities, EPS, so that clients don’t fall through the cracks between the parts of the greater system of care.
Sherry said that medical respite care is a priority this year of the Hospital Council, as well as investigation into reviving sobering stations.  She also gave us an overview of two pieces of legislation being introduced this year in the CA Legislature:  (1) AB 2745 (Jones) requires hospitals to participate in regional planning meetings that, among their agenda items, include improving the post-hospital transition of homeless patients, and that the outcome be set forth in a specified document;
(2) SB 275 (Cedillo) expands current discharge protocols to cover acute care hospitals and psychiatric facilities and carries misdemeanor penalties if violated. 
Lynn explained the considerable progress made so far on the Strategy 4 steps [youth] spelled out in the 10-Year Plan.
In our next meeting, we’ll explore in greater detail where the most common pitfalls lie and specifically what’s needed, e.g., new protocols, decision-makers identified, to create more seamless transitions post-discharge.
Next Meeting:  
April 12, 2007 – 11:30-1:00
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