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AFFORDABLE HOUSING, HOMELESS ADVOCATES ENDORSE MEASURE A
Collaborative Chair Crowder: Measure A Will Benefit Homeless
SAN JOSE, March 31, 2006 -- Today the Citizens for Health Care, Transportation and Local Accountability announced that the Santa Clara County Collaborative on Affordable Housing & Homeless Issues ("Collaborative") has joined the campaign to win approval of Measure A.
 
"On any given night, 7,600 families and individuals are homeless," said Trish Crowder, Chair of the Collaborative. "The County and the agencies represented by the Collaborative play an important role in serving the homeless and at-risk population. With Measure A, more funding will be made available to help ensure that no family or individual is without basic shelter."
 
The collaborative represents over 100 agencies united to increase the supply of affordable housing and reduce homelessness in the County. The Collaborative is a coordinated effort to meet the housing and supportive services needs of homeless and very low income people.
 
"We are pleased to have the support of the Collaborative," said Bob Brownstein, a health care advocate and spokesman for Measure A. "They are a community treasure."
 
Brownstein said that Measure A -- on the June ballot -- can help fund housing opportunities for families and seniors, care for child abuse, health insurance for kids, and earthquake upgrades to the County Hospital.
 
"Our local roads and transportation infrastructure can also benefit from Measure A," said Brownstein, citing Bart, CalTrain, and Light Rail.
 
"Measure A will keep our local funds local," said Brownstein. "Our local officials will be responsible for how Measure A funds are spent -- not bureaucrats in Sacramento or Washington."
 
Measure A also guarantees annual audits and a citizens oversight committee.
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