Steering Committee Meeting

Santa Clara County Collaborative on Affordable Housing and Homeless Issues

Sobrato Center for Non Profits, Cupertino B Room
Feb 18th, 2010 – 1:30 p.m.

Welcome and Introductions:  Hilary Barroga welcomed all who were present and congratulated the newly elected Steering Committee and verbally introduced them.    Bob Dolci reiterated congratulations and called the meeting to order, starting with committee reports.
NOFA Committee:  Stacey Murphy on vacation, no new report on activities
Technology Committee:  Jen Hoey gave a brief history and explanation of the committee, and let everyone know the next meeting would be April 8th.  She asked for volunteers to be help plan future meetings, and noted that the next meeting would be for planning and setting goals for the year.

SPN: Michelle Ogburn gave the update.  The Jobs Committee of the Collaborative has merged with SPN which is now called the Service Provider Network (as opposed to the Shelter Provider Network), mentioned it was an excellent meeting to network.  A Customer Service Training will be scheduled in the future, and a DVD on the last CS training is available through Julia Burkhead. Consulting within Reach who will   present at the next meeting which will be at CET.  All SPN meetings are held the second Wednesday of the Month with a rotating location.
Discharge Planning Committee:  Maureen O’Malley Moore updated on the group activities: last meeting focus on a consensus building exercise which identified four core areas to focus on.  Those were Justice/Housing/Services & benefits & policy.  Highlighted need for in reach and possible one stop in county jails, also is working with Judge Manly to prevent incarceration of homeless.  Rally focusing on diversion programs and the need for warm hand offs to services.  Institution of a sobering station possible and will be followed by the committee.

Outreach Committee:  Jarrod Gray gave update; Faith Based outreach group is merging with Step Up’s Housing group.  In the last month CHP Gilroy outreach to homeless occurred, planning next Homeless Connect in Gilroy March 31
North County:  Bob Dolci gave brief update; there will be a meeting March 1st to plan pursing case management for Chronic Homeless Section 8

South County: Dina Campeau gave update; there is still an issue with encampments along creek, and they are trying to hold city off.  There is a lot of political pressure to move homeless, Chief Turner has been very helpful and is pursuing a no panhandlings ordinance.  Trespassing signs going up in the area on the 28th.

Announcements:  

Sandy Perry voiced concern that he used to be part of a Housing Committee for the Collaborative, and now that we do not have one, is concerned that advocacy for affordable housing and we will miss seeking out opportunities.  Agreed to chair a Housing Committee if formed, there was a call for volunteers to join Sandy in seeking this out.

Goodwill announced that they hosted a Homeless Connect event for Veterans with a good turn out and support from fellow service providers.

An announcement was made that the Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce awarded the Downtown Streets Team as Best Non Profit
Catholic Charities requested support from members for the refugee committee who will be visiting the capital and the end of June.  For more info call 325-5224

Greg Harrick from HUD gave information about a webcast concerning HUD’s 2011 proposed budget.  In the proposal, to increase (SHP) funding from 1.8 Billion to 2.2 Billion, with emphasis on Permanent hosing (9500) new units). New ESG increase to 200 million from 160 million

Bob Dolci reminded collaborative that Housing Inventory Charts needed to be into Stacey Murphy by the end of the month.  IF you are a new project, you need to contact Stacey (at Homebase) to get a chart to fill out.

The 2009 Pride of San Jose Awards breakfast recognized Savi and Jessica Scheiner for their collaborative work in the community

Jessica Scheiner mention that at the next City Council meeting, the budget would be gone over in the late afternoon, before the evening break for those interested in going

Rachel Sanders from VA Palo Alto Healthcare mentioned that Dept of Veterans affairs would soon put out an RFP for increasing VA beds.  For more information, contact her at 650-493-5000 x23005

Norma Burns & Antoinette Flower who are new attendees to the collaborative are looking for support for a new transitional housing project.  Have some support and commitment of dollars, looking into places in San Jose to house project, and has acquired a 6 month permit.  They can be contacted at antfl50@yahoo.com
Christina Egan from Loaves and Fishes announced they would be on site at Montgomery Street Inn at 4:30 on Mon, Tues, and Thursdays, and in the future planning to distribute at Catholic Charities East Side Neighborhood Center

Meeting adjourned.

The next meeting of the Santa Clara County Collaborative on Affordable Housing and Homeless Issues is scheduled for March 18 at 1:30 p.m. Sobrato
