Santa Clara Countywide Collaborative on Affordable Housing and Homeless Issues

Steering Committee

November 18, 2010


PROTOCOLS IN SUPPORT OF EDUCATIONAL PROVISIONS OF MCKINNEY VENTO ACT

(Drafts for Collaborative Consideration – Executive Committee has approved initial version)

New in 2010, all Continuums of Care receiving HUD McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance grants are required to demonstrate adherence to the educational provisions in the McKinney Vento Act, which protect the educational rights of homeless children.  Based on responses generated through the 2010 Local Competition, it is evident that McKinney-Vento funded providers are compliant with these provisions, and that make considerable efforts to ensure that the educational needs of the County’s homeless families are met.  In order to demonstrate this compliance, I am recommending that the Collaborative adopt two sets of written policies: one for providers serving homeless families with children and one for the Collaborative as a whole.

These policies have been approved by the Executive Committee in order to support the NOFA Application but I would like to obtain Steering Committee input and approval as well.
POLICY 1:

Proposed Educational Policy for Members of the SCC Collaborative Serving Families

(This policy should be edited to conform to Agency practices.)

In order to protect the educational rights of homeless children of school age, (Agency Name) has implemented the following policies and practices:   

· In order to address the fact that many homeless youth and families do not know their legal rights, the agency will post notice of students’ rights under the McKinney-Vento Act at each program site serving homeless youth and families in the appropriate languages for that program site.  

· The agency will designate a staff person(s) responsible for ensuring that all children 5 years and over are enrolled in school and connected to the appropriate services within the community, including early childhood education programs such as Head Start, Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and McKinney-Vento education services.  
· During the intake process:

· Housing and service providers will inform families and youth about their educational rights under the McKinney-Vento Act upon intake, and assist families and students in exercising those rights.

· The staff person conducting intake will ascertain if school aged children are enrolled in school.   If not, the family/youth will be guided through the enrollment process.  When enrolling, the family/youth should note that they are currently/recently homeless.  

· Service providers are encouraged to aid parents by helping them obtain school records, health records, and other documentation.  Although the McKinney-Vento Act prevents schools from requiring such documents in enrolling students, this will help facilitate a smoother transition for students enrolling in education programs.

· The staff person conducting intake will ascertain if the school district/school have been informed enrolled children are currently or recently homeless.  If not, the staff person will inform the school liaison of the youth’s homeless status. 

· School Staff or McKinney-Vento school liaison will assist families with accessing the resources available to them through the McKinney-Vento program, including, as available and appropriate, free breakfast and lunch, tutoring, backpacks, uniforms, after school and summer programs, and bus passes.

· If children in school encounter any issues obtaining the resources or support they need, the program staff, in partnership with the children’s parents, will contact the school staff or school liaison as soon as possible for assistance to resolve the problem.  

· For young children, program staff will identify Head Start, Even Start, and other available programs, and assist parents in accessing those services, as appropriate and available.  

· Program staff will remind parents to inform the school when the family moves to permanent housing to assist the school district to maintain accurate information about who is eligible for McKinney-Vento-related services, and with the parents permission, will email the homeless education liaison when the family moves out of the program.  
· Recommended Practice: Program staff will support children in school, as appropriate and desired by the children’s parents, by:

· Tracking the enrollment and attendance of students in their care, 

· Collaborating with the schools students attend and the school district liaison,

· Reporting children who are late to school to parents and case managers, 

· Connecting children and youths with additional resources, such as after-school and summer-term programs or medical providers, if appropriate and available, and

· Gathering students’ report cards and grading information, truancy and suspension notices, and other communications with school staff to further the ability of an agency to keep track of its clients’ academic progress, and quickly identify potential concerns.  

POLICY 2:

Proposed Educational Policy for Santa Clara Collaborative

In order to best serve youth and families experiencing homelessness in our community, the Santa Clara Countywide Collaborative on Affordable Housing and Homeless Issues has established the following policies:   
· The Collaborative requires all homeless assistance providers who receive Continuum of Care funds to establish an internal policy (template policy attached) that supports families and youth experiencing homelessness in enrolling in school and accessing appropriate services within the community. 

· The Collaborative will communicate and coordinate with the County’s McKinney Vento Liaison regularly to ensure that families and youth experience homelessness are being served in the best possible way, and will share data and information as allowable and appropriate.  

· The Collaborative encourages all agencies serving homeless children and youth to consider the educational needs of children when placing families in interim housing.

· The Collaborative encourages mainstream services agencies, including public transportation agencies, to provide services and resources to homeless children and youth that will assist them to meet their educational needs.
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