Shelter Standards Working Group proposals as Approved at 4-15-10 Collaborative Steering Committee

Remove from the Standards:

· Section S2.2 and S2.3 related to Independent Living Programs and related Standards
· Classifies Independent Living Programs separately from Transitional Housing and Permanent Supportive Housing Programs.  Appears to be referring primarily to Board and Care style programs. (Approved)
Clarify Intent:

· Section S9 related to Prevention/Support Programs

· Redefine for Homeless and those at risk of becoming homeless. (Approved)
· S9.3 Remove the term Family Life Education program (Approved)
Add Standards related to:

· HMIS

· All agencies providing shelter and services to the homeless and those at risk of becoming homeless should participate in the Homeless Management Information System designated by the Continuum of Care in order to collect, track, and report uniform information on client needs and services and enhance community-wide service planning and delivery. (Approved)
· All agencies participating in the Homeless Management Information System will abide by the county-wide system administrator’s policies and procedures and adhere to the current HUD data standards. (Approved)
· Assessments will be conducted according to the policies, procedures, and confidentiality rules of each individual program and of the Homeless Management Information System county-wide administrators. (Approved)
· All users of the Homeless Management Information System must be trained according to the standards of the HMIS system administrators, including End User Training, and Confidentiality Training. (Approved)
· All agencies, regardless of participation in the Homeless Management Information System, are required to keep their Program Descriptor Data Elements current and accurate at all times.  This information should be updated at least annually by agency HMIS administrators or reported to the county-wide system administrators. (Approved with amendment)
· Collaborative efforts to end homelessness

· All agencies providing shelter and services to the homeless and those at risk of becoming homeless will should participate in community-wide efforts to end homelessness, utilizing the strategies and priorities endorsed by the Continuum of Care. (Approved with amendment)
· Community wide disaster preparedness
· All agencies providing shelter and services to the homeless and those at risk of becoming homeless should participate in community-wide disaster preparedness efforts. (Approved)
· Medical Marijuana (Standard to be developed to provide guidance for shelters on how to navigate state/federal laws and ADA issues; being researched by pro-bono legal team recruited by MHAP) (Consensus to continue)
· Sex Offenders (Standard to be developed to provide guidance for shelters on how to balance duty of care with housing discrimination laws; being researched by MHAP) (Consensus to continue)
· Transgender Clients (Standard to be developed to provide guidance for shelters on  accommodations; being researched by MHAP) (Consensus to continue)
