Santa Clara County Collaborative on Affordable Housing and Homeless Issues

Steering Committee

October 21, 2004

Steering Committee Members Present:; Margaret Gregg, County of Santa Clara; Housing Authority; Leah Gronlund, Santa Clara Unified; Denise Scovel, InnVision; Bonnie Reed, UWSV; Sandy Perry, CHAD; Trish Crowder, San Jose Family Shelter; Maria Romero Aranda, Sacred Heart Community Services; Nancy Noel; Community Services Agency of Mountain View; Ray Tovar, City of San Jose; Marilyn Roaf, City of Gilroy; Terry Applegate, SVILC; Ann Levine, MHAP; Tracey Chew, Bay Area Housing;  Steve Pehanich, St. Vincent de Paul; Betsy Arroyo, Community Technology Alliance.  A quorum was present.

Regrets Received:  Poncho Guevara, Chair; Eve Agewich, InnVison; Betty Feldheym, Interfaith Council; Phyllis Ward, Affordable Housing Network; Chris Block, Charities Housing; Michael Pritchard, Pathways Kristie Kesel, HIP Darin Lounds, Corporation for Supportive Housing; Jaclyn Fabre, Cupertino Community Services; Candy Capogrossi, Sherry Lebow, New Directions Project;
Community Members Present:  Eva Robinson and Deandra Baumgarten, DADS; Mary Helen Dougherty, EHC; Wendy Denton, Unity Care Group; Linda Jordan, Community Solutions;   Mike Lipman ,Valley Homeless Healthcare Program; Lisa Taylor, Bill Wilson Center; Cecilia Brenner, MHAP; Ray Allen, Community Technology Alliance; 
Tracey welcomed all present and introductions were made.

Ann announced her resignation from the Steering Committee.  She is leaving MHAP and the South Bay for Santa Rosa and United Way Sonoma County.  She invited all to a no host cocktail/dinner party at Trial’s Pub on Thursday, 28 October.  Cecilia Brennan would be taking over housing related issues at MHAP.  
The November 4th SPN training would be on immigration benefits for domestic violence and trafficking issues. 

A sleep-out would be hosted by EHC at the Reception Center on 22 October.  The event would raise consciousness on homeless issues.

A rally in support of Proposition 72 (employer sponsored health insurance for employees of companies with more than fifty employees) was scheduled for Tuesday, 26 October 2004 at the Chamber of Commerce at 4:30.

Ten Year Plan on Chronic Homelessness:  Margaret thanked all who attended Board of Supervisors meeting on October 5.  The Board agreed to spearhead a task force to develop the plan.  Members would be determined at November 2 Board meeting but would include representation of each city, two members of the Board, the Collaborative chair and several others.  
Representatives of the City of San Jose and the County met to discuss the planned census of the homeless over a three day period in December.  The team would need cooperation of service providers to host trainings and refer clients to work as paid interviewers.  Raw data would be available to the cities in January and full report in February   It was recommended that the consultants, Applied Survey Research, take notice of the HUD data standards and the expected requirement to provide street outreach.  The census would be aggressively marketed. A meeting was scheduled at the City’s Department of Housing on 25 October to discuss gaps analysis.    

Affordable Housing Week:  An initial meeting to plan the week, scheduled for May 2005, had been held.  The June 2004 week had been a successful vehicle for distributing information on permanent affordable housing.  The annual week, a priority of our Collaborative, would be used as a marketing and outreach tool to give the public more information on available services and on the gaps in services.  The next meeting was scheduled for November 9 from 4:30 to 6 at the Housing Authority.  All present were encouraged to attend.

National Housing and Homeless Week:  Several events were scheduled for the week of November 14 including:  the annual memorial service at Bocardo Reception Center on November 17 and the City of San Jose proclamation on November 9 at 1:30 at City Hall.

Steering Committee Nominations:  After some discussion it was moved, seconded, and agreed that the chair of the Collaborative could serve a second term, if so elected.  The call for nominations would open in December and close at the January annual meeting.  All interested were encouraged to think of interested parties to nominate – with their permission – especially for the difficult to fill slots.
Yes on Proposition 63:  A presentation was made by MHAP on the vital ballot measure.  County Mental Health had suffered drastic cuts, leading to closing the Call Center, case loads of 100 and cuts to day treatment programs.  Because of the massive positive impact on our clients, especially the chronically homeless, by funds raised through Proposition 63’s proposed 1% tax on those earning more than a million dollars a year going directly to counties, it was moved, seconded and agreed that the Collaborative publicly support passage of Proposition 63.  A letter to the editor of the San Jose Mercury and other papers in the county would be prepared for submission.
Other business:  Margaret stated that there was quite a bit of positive response to the Mercury article on the Ten Year Plan.  

Leah asked that committee reorganization and more effective use of the website at www.CollabSCC.org be agendized for a future meeting.

The next meeting of the Steering Committee was scheduled for Thursday, November 17 at 1:30 at the City of San Jose Department of Housing at 2 North Second Street, Suite 1350.  
